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29. Nevertheless, if you reclined only while eating the matzah and drinking the Four Cups
of wine, you have fulfilled your obligation. (Ibid. 472:23)

30. If you are so full that any more eating is abhorent, and you eat the Afikoman in such a
condition, you have not fulfilled your obligation. (Ibid. 476:6)

31. Women are also obligated to eat the afikoman. (Ibid. 476:2)

32. Since it is a reminder of the Pesach sacrifice, it must be eaten before midnight, as was
required of the actual Pesach sacrifice. (Ibid. 476:6) Midnight does not mean 12 PM,, but is
dependent on the length of the hours of daylight and night time.
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an egg. Since the mitzvah of eating maror is in our days a rabbinical requirement,
therefore, a person, who finds it difficult to eat maror, may rely on this (more
lenient) opinion, and eat a little less than one third of an egg, and say the
berachah over it. A person who is sick and cannot eat maror at all, should,
nevertheless, chew a little of any of the species, with which the mitzvah of maror
may be fulfilled, or any bitter tasting herb, until he feels a bitter taste in his
mouth; just as a token, without saying a berachah.

8) After that the meal begins. It is proper to eat the entire meal2? while reclining
It is customary to eat eggs. It is wise to use good judgment, and not overeat, so that
you will be able to eat the afikoman, as required, (with appetite), and not on a full
stomach.30 Roast meat should not be eaten, on the two seder nights, not even roast
poultry. Even if it was boiled and then pot roasted, it should not be eaten. Some
have the custom not to eat any food dipped in liquid, on the seder nights, except the
two required dipped foods, so that it should be prominently recognized that these
two are mitzvos. After completing the meal, the afikoman is eaten3! to remind us of
the Pesach sacrifice,32 which was eaten at the end of the meal so that you should be
completely satiated. It is proper to eat two kazeisim (of matzah for the afikoman), one
to remind us of the Pesach sacrifice, and the other to recall the matzah that was eaten
with the korban Pesach . At any rate, you should not eat less than a kazayis, and you
should eat the afikoman, while reclining. After eating the afikoman, it is forbidden to
eat anything 33 34 The third cup is then filled for Birkas Hamazon. You must make
sure that it is clean, not containing leftover wine, that is to say, nothing is left from
the wine, in which matzah may have been soaked during the meal. If it is not clean,
it requires washing and rinsing (See Chapter 45:4 above). It is a mitzvah to make
an effort to recite Birkas Hamazon with zimun (three males), but you should not go
from house to house to look for people required for zimun, because each person is
required to say Birkas Hamazon in the place where he has eaten. It is customary for
the master of the house to lead the zimun3> as it is said: “A man of a good eye shall
bless,” (Proverbs 22:9) (see Ch. 45:5) and he is called, “A man of good eye,” (i.e. a
generous person) because he said: “All who are hungry—let them come and eat” etc.
After Birkas Hamazon, the berachah is said over the third cup, and you should drink
it while reclining. It is forbidden to drink between this cup and the fourth cup.

April 23 9) After Birkas Hamazon, the fourth cup is filled. It is the custom to open

33. Our Sages ordained this rule, so that the taste of matzo remains with you. If you forgot
and did eat something else, you must eat another kazayis of matzo for the afikoman. (Ibid.
476:1)

34. You are permitted to drink water. Some Poskim also permit tea. Other drinks, however,
that are tasty or sharp, that would remove the taste of matzah are forbidden. (Ibid. 478:2,
481:1)

35. He takes precedence even over a guest, who is usually accorded the privilege of leading
the zimun. (Ibid. 479:13)
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36. You must do this, in order to be able to recite the after-berachah over the wine; for if
you drink less, it is questionable if you should recite the berachah. (Ibid. 472:30)
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the door, to remind us that tonight is a night of Divine vigil, and we are not
afraid of anything. In the merit of our faith in Hashem, our righteous Mashiach
will come, and the Holy One, blessed is He, will pour out his anger on the
nations. Therefore, we recite Shefoch chamasecha (Pour out Your anger) etc. After
that, we say, Lo lanu (Not for us) and continue reciting the Hallel. When we
reach Hodu (Give thanks), if there are three people present, even if they are his
wife and children, who have reached the age of training for mitzvos, the leader
should say Hodu, and the other two people respond, as it is done in the
synagogue. You are required to drink a full revi's3¢ from the fourth cup, after
which you say the after-berachah.37 You then recite the Haggadah to the end.
After the fourth cup, it is forbidden to drink any beverage, except water38 If
you are not too sleepy, you should say Shir hashirim after the Hagadah. It is
customary not to say the bedtime Shema, except for the section of Shema and
the berachah Hamapil, to indicate that it is a night of divine vigil when Hashem
protects us from all evil, and we need no other protection.

10) A person, who does not drink wine all year, because it causes him discom-
fort, nevertheless should make a special effort to drink the Four Cups, as our Rabbis,
of blessed memory, relate about Rabbi Yehudah bar Rabbi Ilai, who used to drink
the Four Cups of wine on Pesach, and then he would have to wrap his temples until
Shavuos (because of the headache the wine gave him). However, such a person may
dilute the wine with water, or drink raisin wine, (see Chapter 50:6 above), or he may
drink mead, if these are the “beverage of the country”

11) If the afikoman was lost, and you still have matzah left of those that were
made specifically for the mitzvah, you should eat a kazayis of that matzah, other-
wise, you should eat a kazayis of any other matzah.

12) If you forgot to eat the afikoman; and reminded yourself before saying Birkas
Hamazon, although you already had washed your hands at the end of the meal or
said, “Come, let us say the blessings,” you may eat the aftkoman, and do not have to
say Hamotzi. And even though you had not intended to eat anymore, this does not
constitute a diversion of the mind, since it is your duty to eat the afikoman, and are
sitting at Hashem's table, (and must fulfill His will; thus you were not completely
distracted). Nevertheless, you should wash your hands, without saying Al netilas
yadayim. But if you did not remind yourself, until after saying Birkas Hamazon,
before saying Borei peri hagafen over the third cup, then you should wash your hands
again, without saying, Al netilas yadayim, and recite the berachah of Hamotzi, eat a
kazayis of the afikoman, say Birkas Hamazon; then say the berachah over the third
cup, and drink it. But if you only reminded yourself after saying Borei peri hagafen
over the third cup, you should drink the cup. If on other occasions you are
accustomed to recite Birkas Hamazon, without a cup of wine, you should wash your

37. This berachah will also exempt the wine of the third cup. (Ibid. 480:7)
38. See note 34.
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1. Since this is a mitzvah, that is done only at a certain, specific time, women are exempt
from counting the Omer. Magein Avraham says that women have since accepted this mitzvah
as an obligation, but Mishnah Berurah says that in our areas, women are not accustomed to
count the Omer. He quotes from Shulchan Shlomo that women certainly should not say the
berachah. (Mishnah Berurah 489:3)

2. You should also stand for the berachah. If, however, you did count while sitting, you
have still fulfilled your obligation (and you need not count over again). (Ibid. 489:6)
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hands, eat the afikoman, and say Birkas Hamazon without a cup of wine. However, if
you are scrupulous, and always says Birkas Hamazon, over a cup of wine, and now
cannot do it, because you would be adding to the four cups, (which is forbidden),
then you should not eat the afikoman, but rely on the matzah, which you ate before.

April 24 Chapter 120

The Laws of Counting the Omer
and the Days of Sefirah

1) On the second night of Pesach, we begin counting the Omer.! You should
stand during the counting.2 The mitzvah requires that the Omer be counted, as soon
as possible after nightfall,3 after (three medium-size star) stars begin to appear. If
you did not count at the beginning of the evening, you may count the entire night.
In the synagogue, on the eve of Shabbos and Yom Tov, we count after the Kiddush
is said, in order to give precedence to the (proclamation of the) holiness of the day.4
At the conclusion of Shabbos and Yom Tov, we count before the Havdalah is said, in
order to delay the end of the day. If the last day of Yom Tov occurs on Shabbos
night, when the Kiddush and the Havdalah are said over one [the same] cup of wine,
we also count before, in order to postpone the Havdalah.

2) If you forgot to count during the night, you should count during the daytime,
but without a berachah. On subsequent nights, you may count with a berachah. If
you neglected to count an entire day, you should count on all subsequent nights,
without saying the berachah.? If you are not sure whether or not you counted that
night, even though you did not count on the following day, nevertheless, you may
count the remaining days with a berachah.

3) If someone asks you, during twilight or later, “What is tonight’s count?” You
should tell him, “Yesterday was such-and-such,” for if you would tell him today’s
count, you are not permitted to say the berachah, when you count the Omer later
that night.®

4) Before saying the berachah, you should know what the berachah is for; that
is, you should know the exact number of days of the Omer.” However, if you did not

3. Counting the Omer is done after the Maariv prayer, before saying Aleinu. Later Poskim
rule, however, once the stars have appeared, the Omer may be counted even before Maariv.
(Ibid. 489:2,18)

4. At home, however, we must count the Omer before Kiddush, as it is forbidden to eat
before counting the Omer. (Ibid. 489:39)

5. This law also applies, if you realized you counted the wrong Sefirah yesterday. (Ibid.
489:35)

6. However, if, for example, you just said the number twelve, without saying today is the
twelfth day, you can still count the Omer with a berachah. (Ibid. 489:22)

7. The later Poskim rule that it is permitted to count the Omer in any language you
understand. If you do not understand, and, thus, you do not know what you are counting, you
cannot fulfill your obligation, even if you count in Hebrew. (bid. 489:11)



